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The Menace of the Navy. 

The fruits of the new naval policy of the United 
States are ripening so rapidly that notes of alarm are 
beginning to be heard in unexpected quarters. Cer- 
tain papers and a few public men, who have hereto- 
fore either been dumb or open supporters of the 
policy which has led to the present heavy expendi- 
tures, are troubled that one hundred millions are to 
be consumed on the navy the coming year. They 
are more anxious still when they see looming before 
us the inevitable outlay of still vaster annual sums. 

The predictions of those who have opposed the 
new policy of indefinite naval expansion as both un- 
American and entirely unnecessary on any rational 
theory of the nation's place and mission in the world, 
are coming to fulfillment with startling rapidity. The 
cost of the navy has increased in eighteen years no 
less than seven hundred percent. In 1886 the naval 
budget was something less than fourteen million dol- 
lars. Now the annual outlay has risen to just under 
one hundred millions. During the same period the 
population of the country has increased less that fifty 
per cent., and the wealth of the country only one 
hundred per cent. The present cost of the navy per 



year amounts to more than six dollars per family for 
the entire population of the country. In 1886 it was 
only about one dollar and a quarter per family. 

The United States, though still the third naval 
power, when the ships now building are completed, 
is building more war vessels at the present time than 
any European country except Great Britain. We 
have passed, in this respect, Italy, and Germany, and 
Russia, and France, and are now entering vigorously 
on rivalry in construction with the greatest naval 
power in the world. Some years ago in forecasting 
the probable future of the new policy it was stated 
in these columns that the logical and inevitable re- 
sult would be a final determination to outdo Great 
Britain in the matter of the navy in every respect. 
That purpose has been all the time in the subliminal 
consciousness of the naval partisans. Now at last, in 
spite of Senator Lodge's assurance, in his last speech 
on the subject, that we shall never want a navy as 
big as that of Great Britain, we are on the point of 
seeing this purpose openly and boldly put forward 
by the whole naval party as it is already by some of 
the more extravagant of them. The moment that we 
become the second power in naval strength, which is 
now the program, that moment all the naval trumpets, 
including Mr. Lodge's, will at once sound the call to 
go to the lead. 

The limit of naval expenditures has therefore by 
no means been reached. The note of protest uttered 
by a few men in Congress and by certain newspapei s 
is as yet too feeble and too infrequently sounded to 
have any serious effect. The promoters of the idea 
of a great American navy, both in Congress and else- 
where, whenever a word of warning is uttered, like 
that of Mr. Burton in the House of Representatives 
on the 2 2d of February, or that of Senator Hale when 
he submitted the naval appropriation bill, rush at once 
to the stage to defend, with every artifice of vehement 
platitude and deft pretense, the policy of naval 
expansion. 

In an interview in March, Senator Frye, president 
of the Senate, frankly asserted that we must be pre- 
pared to lay out two hundred millions a year on the 
navy. That is at least fifteen millions a year more 
than the great navy of England now costs. We have 
now eleven first-class battleships, and eleven more 
have been authorized. The naval board proposes to 
have the number increased to forty-eight. When 
this is done, and the corresponding ships of other 



